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1. LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
 

1.1 This consultation statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations 

of the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations 2012 in respect of the Gamlingay 

Neighbourhood Plan 

 

1.2 The legal basis of this Consultation Statement is provided by Section 15 (2) 

of the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, which requires that a 

consultation statement should: 

¶ Contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the 

proposed neighbourhood development plan; 

¶ explain how they were consulted; 

¶ summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; 

and 

¶ describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where 

relevant addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

 

1.3 The policies contained in the Neighbourhood Plan are the culmination of 

extensive engagement and consultation with residents, businesses and 

landowners of Gamlingay as well as other statutory bodies. This has 

included household surveys, public meetings, and consultation events at 

appropriate stages during the preparation of the Plan. 
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2. Background to the preparation of the 

Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

2.1 How it started 
The Parish Council began to research Neighbourhood Plans in September 2014, when 

councillors and residents began to show interest in creating a plan. The Parish Council 

agreed to support a group of residents and work began. 

2.2 Designation of area and dates 
The proposal to include the whole parish as the designated area was agreed, and the formal 

designation was determined on the 3rd March 2015. Gamlingay Parish Council started 

consulting residents at an inaugural meeting on 20th April 2015. 
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3. How the plan was prepared 
 

3.1 How the plan was prepared 
In accordance with the requirements of the Governments Neighbourhood Plan Regulations 

and considerable local community engagement the steering group gathered evidence for the 

content of the plan and this later informed the plans direction and policies. The content has 

been generated and lead by the community and shaped by results of the surveys and drop 

in events to ensure the Neighbourhood Plan reflects the aspirations of the community. 

3.2 Steering group was formed  
The steering group (2015) was formed comprising Sarah Groom (Chair), Rachel Lee, 

Bridget Smith, Gerry Burne, Chris Barker (joined 2017), and Kirstin Rayner (Secretary), and 

Sam Martin (joined 2018).  

This group set about engaging the community with introductory sessions about 

neighbourhood planning, and formed three sub-groups, to lead on aspects identified by the 

residents as key to the area. These sub groups consisted of :- 

 a) Employment/Business, (lead by Bridget Smith),  

b) Housing, community facilities and transport, (lead by Rachel Lee), and  

c) Environment, biodiversity and Heritage (lead by Gamlingay Environmental Action Group 

and subsequently Chris Barker). 

3.3 Series of workshops, meetings and magazine articles 2016- 
Work on aims and objectives, and the draft communications strategy began, with the groups 

defining what specifically they wanted to achieve through a plan.  

3.4 Face to Face survey and resident paper survey 2016/17 
The team attended The Village Show in September 2016 and asked residents a series of óon 

the spotô interview questions to understand the main issues from residents.  A detailed 

village paper questionnaire was delivered to every household in September 2016, to gauge 

further in-depth views. This information was analysed and reported back to the working 

groups to define further the main issues. 

3.5 Schools Consultation April 2017 
Both Gamlingay Village College (years 5-8) and Gamlingay First School (years 0-4) were 

asked to engage with the children about the good and bad things about living in Gamlingay 

and to identify what would make it better. A full consultation display of the childrenôs work 

was held during Easter 2017 at Gamlingay Eco Hub.  
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3.6 Business Consultation sessions and surveys 
The Employment and business sub-group ran business workshops in early 2016 and 

formulated some draft policies, identifying issues which would assist them and support 

business growth and development. 

3.7 Public meetings and display consultations 
Public meetings were held between 2016 and 2018, to report on progress, and concentrate 

on specific local issues such as the design of a large housing development (Green End, 

Gamlingay -Local Plan allocation on the 28th November 2017) and for the Village Design 

Guide (3rd July 2018). A further Village Show consultation was held on 23rd September 

2017, with a flyer and a stand display, with group members available to answer any 

questions. 

3.8 Further survey work 
A Housing Needs Survey was conducted at the end of 2017 by Bedfordshire Rural 

Communities Charity (BRCC), who sent out a paper survey to every household in the parish. 

Smaller face to face surveys were conducted by the group in the hamlets of Little Heath, The 

Cinques, and Dennis Green in May 2017 and April 2018. SUSTRANS were commissioned to 

undertake a feasibility for the Gamlingay to Potton cycleway and to review cycling routes 

within the parish in March 2019.  A draft plan was produced in Summer 2019, and the group 

consulted residents with a summary booklet detailing the aims and objectives of the plan and 

broad-brush policy themes with a questionnaire which was delivered to all residents and 

businesses in Summer 2019. Locality funding allowed the group to commission a draft plan 

óhealth checkô in August 2019. 

3.9 Strategic Environmental Assessment 
South Cambridgeshire District Council determined that the draft plan needed a full Strategic 

Environmental Assessment in September 2019, which was undertaken in July 2020. As a 

result of the consultation responses from Summer 2019 and the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment, further amendments to the draft plan were necessary. This was primarily to 

resolve residents of The Cinques and Drove Road concerns about the proposed Drove Road 

employment zone which was being proposed. This element of the plan has been amended 

to support existing business only within this area, with limited increases in expansion on site. 

The other main issue raised by the SEA related to impact on drainage (reference to SUDS) 

and impact on the watercourse (Millbridge Brook-an Ivel tributary) for the employment zone 

at Mill Hill were also addressed through policy amendments. 

 

3.10 Pre r.14 Consultation 
The group considered the responses from the 2019 consultation and issues arising from the 

Strategic Environmental Assessment, and reviewed policies specifically relating to the 

environment and the business and employment zone which was identified for Drove Road. 



 
Supporting Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan Group 

7 
 

The Drove Rd zone was removed from policy GAM5, with the area now being included in 

GAM4 policy for existing employment sites. The remaining employment zone on Mill Hill 

remains in GAM5.  
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Regulation 14 pre-submission Consultation 

 

3.11 Date approved by Parish Council 
The Parish Council approved the r.14 Plan on the 14th July 2020 at the Full Council meeting. 

3.12 Consultation events and publicity 
All residents and businesses in the parish received an executive summary r.14 booklet and 

questionnaire, which was also available on the gamlingayfuture website. The full plan and all 

supporting documents were made available on the website.  8 Consultation sessions were 

held at Gamlingay Eco Hub, Stocks Lane, Gamlingay on the 9th, 19th,26th September; 3rd,15th 

21st and 28th October 2020. The sessions were held at different times of the day, 2 evening 

sessions, two tea-time sessions, and three morning sessions.  

Consultation period dates and length/duration 

The consultation period ran from 7th September 2020 to 30th October 2020, a total of 8 weeks. 

3.13 How we publicised the consultation 
Posters advertising the drop- in sessions were displayed on Parish Council noticeboards, 

and in local shops, such as the Farm Shop, on Potton Road, the Co-Op on Church Street 

and the Newsagents on Mill Street. An article was published in the local Gamlingay Gazette, 

and a banner was erected in Church Street/Stocks Lane junction. All neighbouring Parish 

Councils were notified of the consultation by email. 

3.14 R14 Statutory Consultees list (SCDC) 
110 registered bodies and 374 statutory consultees were emailed notifying them of the 

consultation and a further 21 organisations who requested hard copies, were sent hard 

copies of the plan through the post. The website went live with all the supporting documents 

and the plan itself, with details of how to submit comments, either on-line or by completing 

the consultation feedback form in the Executive Summary document. 

3.15 Comments forms on-line and paper-all residents and businesses 
All businesses and residents of the parish could either respond on-line or by using the paper 

form at the back of the executive summary document. 

3.16 In person drop in events 
A large display, and numerous plans were made available during all 8 drop-in sessions, 

which were manned by members of the Neighbourhood Plan group. COVID-19 restrictions 

required the sessions to record all attendees for track and trace purposes. Masks were worn 

during each session, and paper copies of plans and documents were removed and 
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quarantined between sessions by members of the group, to reduce potential for 

transmission; and/or copies of the plan were given to residents who attended.  

3.17 Availability of Plan and summary 
The plan was fully accessible on-line on Gamlingayfuture website and copies could be 

requested from the secretary at the Parish Council Office, if required, during the consultation 

period. The Executive Summary document was available on request from Gamlingay Eco 

Hub, and at The Farm Shop and The Co-Op. 

3.18 Details of responses received 
We received 38 on-line responses, 24 of which were full responses requiring detailed 

feedback. We received 5 anonymous responses, and 23 statutory consultee responses 

requiring feedback, and a response from the Statutory Planning Authority (South 

Cambridgeshire District Council) see appendix 1. 
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4. Pre-submission Consultation responses 
4.1 A total of 52 people or organisations responded, list below 

Residents : Julia Barker, Kevin Middleton, Carol Wright, Brian Gray, Chris Barker, Paul 

Smethurst, Rebecca Dawson, Emma Surry, Nick Connelly, Hilary Connelly, Jenna Hegarty, 

Jenny Shelton, Janine Richardson, Melissa Werry, Peter Condon, Jacqueline, Greg Rogers, 

Stephen Darrington, Frances Connerton, Ronald Broadbent, Gerry Burne, Ian Parker, Keith 

Warburton, Jayne Wright,   5 anonymous responses (29) 

Other respondents: Mr M Verlander, on behalf of The National Grid, Mr H Pickford 

Drainage Cambridgeshire County Council, Mr N Mullins, Openreach, Mr M Page, Brown 

Barfords (2), PC C Aston, Cambridgeshire Constabulary, Mr A Child Bidwells, Mr S Patience 

Anglian Water, Mr G Armstrong Armstrong Rigg Planning, Mrs S.Kakar KAKH Capital 

Estates Ltd, Mr T Sills Edward Cills Trust, Mr E James Historic England, Mr TG Waddams 

Environment Agency, Mrs G Jenkinson Richmond Planning, Mr D Buttery Jolliffe Daking 

(Diocese of Ely), Ms S Graves Gamlingay Baptist Church, Mrs S Anderson Strategic Assets 

Cambridgeshire County Council, Mrs M Sanders (CL Access Forum, Cambridgeshire 

County Council), Ms L Golding British Horse Society, Ms T Briscoe Forestry commission, Mr 

B Jones Natural England, Mrs S Williams, The Wildlife Trust,  Mrs A Talkington (SCDC) (23) 

4.2 Schedule of responses set out in Appendix 9 

 

4.2.1 Appendices 
 

4.2.1.1 Appendix 1 -Drop in event display 2016 

4.2.1.2 Appendix 2-Executive summary aims and objectives 2019 

4.2.1.3 Appendix 3-Questionnaire 2016-17 and feedback 

4.2.1.4 Appendix 4-Business Questionnaire and feedback 

4.2.1.5 Appendix 5-Pre r.14 Consultation 2019- Summary, responses 

4.2.1.6 Appendix 6-r.14 summary leaflet and questionnaire, responses 

4.2.1.7 Appendix 7-list of statutory consultees notified of pre submission of 

Neighbourhood Plan-R.14 

4.2.1.8 Appendix 8-Letter used to notify Statutory Consultees 

4.2.1.9 Appendix 9-Responses to R.14 

4.2.1.10Appendix 10-Schedule of proposed changes, amended plans, table amends and 

additional Appendices 
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Appendix 1 -Drop in event display-Village Show 2016 
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Appendix 2-Leaflet  2019 
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Appendix 3-Questionnaire 2016-17 and feedback 

 

The 2016-17 Questionnaire and feedback can be viewed here: 

https://gamlingay-future.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/NP-Village-wide-Survey-2016-

accessible.pdf  

 

 

 

  

https://gamlingay-future.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/NP-Village-wide-Survey-2016-accessible.pdf
https://gamlingay-future.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/NP-Village-wide-Survey-2016-accessible.pdf
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Appendix 4-Business Questionnaire and feedback 

Summary - Economic  Development  Sub group  -Business  
Consultation  
 
Gamlingay is unlike many more affluent villages within South Cambridgeshire.  It has 
above national average levels of people living in fuel poverty and identified pockets 
of deprivation amongst its young people.  There are a wide variety of established 
businesses in the village including manufacturing industry.  The area has a long 
history of market gardening and small holdings some of which still remain.  
Gamlingay has its own micro economy and unlike many other villages locally is not 
just a dormitory village. It is important that it stays this way and that all housing 
development is accompanied by opportunities to increase local employment.  
Successful sustainable development requires housing and employment to be viewed 
as complimentary and supportive of each other. 
 
The principal central village employment site has recently been given permission for 
housing on 75% of its area.  This has resulted in the relocation out of the village by a 
significant number of businesses with associated loss of jobs to local people.  
Gamlingay has a core blue collar/unskilled workforce which has historically sourced 
most of its employment locally.  Recent diminution of rural bus services has made it 
even more difficult for people without access to private transport to find work. The 
young are particularly affected and there is evidence of young people leaving 
education and training due to the logistics and costs associated with commuting.  It 
is a key strategic aim for the Community Development charity, Forward Gamlingay, 
to improve the opportunities for young people to gain employment and training 
locally from local providers. 
 
Early feedback indicates that almost 20% of working adults are employed in the 
village.  
 
Within Gamlingay there are: 
 
 3 employment sites 
 A primary school 
 A small selection of basic retail outlets. 
 2 public houses 
 A post office 
 1 restaurant including take away 
 1 fast food outlet 
 2 cafes 
 1 farm shop 
 1 petrol station 
 
  

1.1 The main  centres  for  employment  other  than  the village  are:  
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 Cambridge  18 miles 
 London  51 miles 
 Biggleswade  7 miles 
 Sandy   4 miles 
 Bedford  17 miles 
 St Neots   8 miles 
 Great Gransden 4 miles 
 Stevenage  20 miles 
 Cambourne  10 miles 
 Hitchin  17 miles 
 Milton Keynes 30 miles 
 Papworth  9 miles 
 Huntingdon  14 miles 
 Melbourn  12 miles 
 Royston  13 miles 
 Peterborough 37 miles 
 
 

1.2 Using  Neighbourhood  Planning  to  Support  Economic  Development  
 
Why did  we Include  Economic  Development  in  our  Neighbourhood  Plan?  

· The Greater Cambridgeshire Area is experiencing huge economic growth and 
Gamlingay could easily be left behind 

· We need to make sure we have the right sorts of jobs in the right places 

· Gamlingay must remain a sustainable community and not become a commuter 
village 

· We need jobs as well as houses 

· Lack of public transport means that we must have local jobs, local shops and local 
service providers. 

· Gamlingay has already lost its principle large central village employment site to 
housing and there is potential threat to other existing sites. 

· Residents have told us that they place a high value on local employment 
opportunities 

 
What overriding  economic  aims  did  we include  in  the Neighbourhood  Plan?  

· To retain existing businesses in the village 

· To facilitate growth of existing businesses 

· To create an environment which encourages some new business and start ups 

· To attract businesses to relocate to Gamlingay and to relieve pressure on other 
employment centres including Cambridge 

 
Who and how  have we consulted  the business  community?  
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· Put together a business directory of 120 Gamlingay businesses 

· Mapped existing and potential employment sites and premises 

· Held meetings with owners of employment sites to ask how the Neighbourhood 
Plan could help them 

· Held 2 Business Development workshops attended by 50 local businesses to ask 
how the Neighbourhood Plan could help them 

· Created an economic development action plan and a supporting project. 

· Delivered 2 questionnaires to land -owners and businesses 

· Gathered feedback on the draft policies September 2019. 
 
Summary  of  Results  of  Consultations  with  Businesses  and Business  Site  
Owners  and Promoters.  

 
What did  the owners  of  employment  sites  tells  us about  the barriers  to  
economic  growth?  

· Planning regulations make getting planning permission very difficult 

· Small developments are required to produce as much evidence to support 
planning applications as big developments 

· Business rates are too high 

· Need for housing is a threat to employment sites and discourages development for 
employment use 

· The local workforce does not have the skills needed. 
 
What did  the owners  of  businesses  tell  us  about  the barriers  to  growth?  

· Broadband connectivity is not good enough 

· Isolated businesses have serious security problems 

· To keep the volunteer run fire service we need people to live and work locally 

· The cost of planning advice and applications is too high 

· Sole traders and home workers are very isolated in terms of information and 
support 

· Businesses do not know about each other so they  are not part of each other 
supply chains. 

· There are few opportunities to access skills and development support locally and 
affordably and few opportunities to build networks to promote mutual support. 

· There is no affordable way to advertise local jobs 

· There is a lack of small, secure and affordable premises for business 

· Planning polices inhibit business growth 
 
What are the Two Priorities  identified?  

· Developing and securing local employment sites and premises (The 
Neighbourhood Plan) 
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· Providing business support to meet identified needs (the Business Hub-a non land 
based project) 

 
What  policy  areas have we looked  at for  inclusion  in  the Neighbourhood  Plan?  

· Protecting existing employment sites  

· Identify suitable areas for business development 

· Identify sites adjacent to existing sites 

· Set design standards for buildings including environmental standards 

· Facilitate development of the village as a visitor destination 
 

 
What  is  the Economic  Development  Project?  

· Establish an Actual Business Hub i.e. the Gamlingay Business Hub 

· Establish a web based Virtual Business Hub to include a local service directory, 
links to business support, a communications forum etc. (Solution Gamlingay)  
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Summary  of  Business  consultations   
 
 
June 2015- Sub group initial meetings (15 attendees) 
 
September 2015- Employment brainstorming Sessions (14 attendees) 
 
January April 2016- Business Meetings continuing (20 attendees) 
 
September 2016- Face to face consultation at The Village Show (200 responses) 
 
January 2017-Business Consultation ï(2 sessions) 
 
January-November 2017 policy formation 
 
29th September 2017- Green End site brainstorm session (13 attendees) 
 
Delivery of virtual business Hub (Solution Gamlingay)- Autumn 2017 
www.solutiongamlingay.com 
 
2018-Virtual Hub work and the delivery of Business Development Hub (Economic 
Development Project) 
 
2019- Draft plan policies finalized 
 
September 2019- 2 Business meetings presentation of draft policies and questionnaire 
feedback (10 responses) 
 
September 2019- Questionnaire on vision and objectives (residents and businesses) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.solutiongamlingay.com/
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Face to Face Survey September 2016 (200 respondents) 
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Support for business 
development in specific areas-  
Survey results 2016-17 

   

1 Drove Rd total % 
 

  Strongly agree 80 20% 
 

  agree 139 34% 
 

  no opinion 88 22% 
 

  disagree 81 20% 
 

  strongly disagree 16 4% 
 

    404   
 

     

2 Mill Hill total % 
 

  Strongly agree 75 19% 
 

  agree 151 37% 
 

  no opinion 89 22% 
 



 
Supporting Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan Group 

21 
 

  disagree 78 19% 
 

  strongly disagree 11 3% 
 

    404   
 

     

3 Station Rd total % 
 

  Strongly agree 114 28% 
 

  agree 200 50% 
 

  no opinion 40 10% 
 

  disagree 34 8% 
 

  strongly disagree 13 3% 
 

    401   
 

     

 
  

Type of business 
support 

   

1 Drove Rd total % 
 

  Light industry 204 51% 
 

  offices 53 13% 
 

  Don't know 96 24% 
 

  Heavy industry 49 12% 
 

        
 

    402 100% 
 

     

2 Mill Hill total % 
 

  Light industry 204 51% 
 

  offices 64 16% 
 

  Don't know 88 22% 
 

  Heavy industry 46 11% 
 

        
 

    402   
 

     

3 Station Rd total % 
 

  Light industry 213 54% 
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  offices 69 17% 
 

  Don't know 53 13% 
 

  Heavy Industry 63 16% 
 

        
 

    398   
 

     

     

 
 

 
 
Summary  of  the Sept 2019 Business  consultation  on the draft  vision  and objectives  
 
(10 respondents) 
70% trading more than 10 years.  
½ respondents are sole traders/with less than 5 employees 
50% of respondents -more than half their employees live in or close proximity to Gamlingay 
80% strongly agree with the vision of the Plan 
70% strongly agree with the local economy objective in the draft neighbourhood plan 
óWe will nurture and grow local businesses to sustain and develop new opportunities for 
residents in the parish.ô  
Regarding supporting existing employment sites on Station Rd and Green End- 60% 
strongly agree , and 80% agree or strongly agree . 
New Employment on Mill Hill- 60% strongly agree or agree with policy 
New Employment on Drove Rd- 80% strongly agree or agree with policy 
Access places by foot or bike- 80% strongly agree or agree with policy 
Employment developments should be built to high environmental standards- 60% Strongly 
agree/agree. 
60% responses agree strongly agree that developments should not obstruct special views 
and vistas 
70% strongly agree/agree that employment sites should address the impact they have on 
community facilities.  
Additional comments:- There is a need to provide community facilities . the First School site 
needs to be in the Plan. Broadband and mobile phone 4G/5G needs to be provided 
/improved. 
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Appendix 5-Pre r.14 Consultation 2019- Summary, responses 

 
 Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan  
October 2019 consultation ï summary of feedback  
In October 2019, an informal consultation was carried out by the steering group on 
Gamlingayôs emerging Neighbourhood Plan. All households and businesses in the 
Parish received a booklet summarising progress to date on the plan, including vision, 
objectives and draft policies. Feedback was gathered via paper/online survey, a public 
meeting and series of drop-in consultation sessions during October, a workshop with 
businesses on 3rd September and a stall at the Village Show on 21 September. The 
purpose of the consultation was to update residents on the neighbourhood plan and 
check that we had correctly captured the overall priorities for future development in 
Gamlingay. Thank you to everyone who came to a session and who completed the 
survey.  
The steering group have reviewed all the feedback and a summary of the survey results 
and comments received is below. There were 151 responses to the survey and over 150 
people also attended the different consultation sessions. The survey asked residents to 
indicate to what extent they agreed with the vision and objectives in the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan by ticking 1-5 (5 = strongly agree; 1 = strongly disagree). 
Percentage scores displayed below for óagreedô represent the combined scores for 4 
(agree) and 5 (strongly agree).  
Vision  
Å Å 57% of respondents agreed with the vision, which demonstrates positive 
support for it. However, 20% indicated they were not sure and 20% disagreed with it, so 
we will look to see if we can simplify and clarify the vision further in the next draft.  
 
Objective 1, Housing  
Å Å 69.6% of respondents agreed with the housing objective, demonstrating strong 
support for it.  

Å Å Comments received supported the need for more affordable housing and some 
asked why the focus on 1-2-bedroom dwellings. This was researched and defined as 
part of the Housing Needs Survey carried out in 2017. Further detail on this will be 
available in the full plan in due course.  
 
Objective 2, Local Character  
Å Å 63.9% of respondents agreed with the local character objective, demonstrating 
strong support for it.  

Å Å We acknowledge the map provided in the booklet needed more explanation 
about the areas marked yellow ï these are areas we are proposing should  
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Å be protected from development to maintain Gamlingayôs landscape setting as a 
village with separate satellite hamlets and smallholdings.  

Å Å It is positive to note the support for this objective and we will continue to work to 
provide clear justification for these areas in the full plan.  

Å Å The Village Design Guide is referenced under this objective, which has been 
produced separately by South Cambridgeshire District Council and is due to be adopted 
shortly. The guide is a supplementary planning document and provides more detail on 
the distinctive character of the village with guidelines on how new developments should 
be designed.  
 
Objective 3, Local economy  
Å Å 70.2% of respondents agreed with the local economy objective, demonstrating 
strong support for it.  

Å Å Feedback from businesses included: the need for limited housing tied to 
business use on Drove Road, protection of existing retail & food outlets and plans to 
encourage new ones, and the importance of connectivity (mobile phone signal and 
broadband) to retain and attract businesses. One business is also interested in the 
expansion of their own employment site at Station Road.  

Å Å We are considering the best way to incorporate this feedback into the plan. We 
will raise broadband / connectivity as a community action with the relevant agencies (as 
it is not a land use issue that a neighbourhood plan can address).  

Å Å We also acknowledge that the Rural Employment areas indicated on the map at 
both Mill Hill and Drove Road require further definition. We are seeking specialist 
support with drafting the local economy policies (as part of the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment we are undertaking) to ensure that these areas are for rural businesses 
only and are limited in terms of size, scale and density of development, so as to not 
have a detrimental impact on nearby residents or the environment.  
 
Objective 4, Community facilities  
Å Å 68.2% of respondents agreed with the community facilities objective, 
demonstrating strong support for it.  

Å Å Comments received supported the need for more amenities on the west side of 
the village, particularly shops and playing areas (although these should be 
complementary to the facilities at the Eco Hub). We acknowledge that the booklet didnôt 
mention the range of local sports clubs and teams on offer in the parish and the full plan 
will cover this in more detail.  

Å Å Access to health services and the doctorôs surgery came through very strongly 
and we will raise this as a community action and with the relevant agencies.  
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Å Å We also asked two specific questions regarding the First School playing fields 
and the former school buildings. 62.9% of respondents agreed with designating the 
playing fields as a new Local Green Space and 64.9% of respondents agreed with 
supporting the reuse of the former school buildings and any new buildings on the site for 
educational and community purposes. This demonstrates strong support for using the 
site for community purposes. Comments received supported a range of community 
usages, including education, healthcare and retail. We are therefore exploring how best 
to capture this feedback in the plan and are liaising with other stakeholders on this too.  
 
Objective 5, Transport  
Å Å 80.1% of respondents agreed with the transport objective, demonstrating very 
strong support for it.  

Å Å Comments received included support for: more cycleways and cycle parking in 
the village, circular walking routes around the village, more parking for residential 
developments. On street parking / congestion on central village roads was noted as a 
concern, as was speeding. Through the neighbourhood plan, we are trying to encourage 
other ways of getting around (walking/cycling) to reduce the number of cars on the 
roads. We will also raise this as a community action and flag highways issues such as 
this with Cambridgeshire County Council and other agencies.  
 
Objective 6, Environment  
Å Å 65.5% of respondents agreed with the environment objective, demonstrating 
strong support for it.  

Å Å Comments received noted the need for better explanation and referencing of 
the different green spaces across the parish and their uses, as this will help to justify 
why more green spaces are required on the west side of the village. We have also noted 
that Charnock Green is not a public green space.  

Å Å The 200m cordon around Gamlingay Wood was recommended to us by the 
Wildlife Trust and we will look to provide clearer justification for this within the plan to 
protect it from harmful development. A cordon around Potton Wood was also proposed 
in the comments received and we will raise this with Potton Town Council.  

Å Å The map in the booklet also indicated important views / vistas (purple arrows) to 
be maintained. These were proposed as part of the Village Design Guide which has 
already been produced and consulted upon. The full plan will have more detail on these 
views, including photos. Any development in these areas should be designed to ensure 
these views and vistas are not obstructed  
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Appendix 6-r.14 summary leaflet and questionnaire September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


